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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

BELGIUM. 

Report from, Antwerp. 

Antwerp, Belgium, April 2, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith weekly abstract of bills 
of health issued at Antwerp, Belgium, during the week ended March 
31, 1900. The steamship Westerriland, sailing for New York on the 31st 
ultimo, carried 1,087 steerage passengers, the largest number taken by 
any steamer from this port in seven years. 

Bespectfully, E. K. Spragtje, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



Anthrax among cattle in Rio de Janeiro — Yellow fever at Santos and 

Sorocaba. 

Anthrax epidemic. 

Bio de Janeiro, March 15, 1900. 

Sir : Since several months, there was observed an increasing number 
of deaths among the beeves at the cattle yard that supplies the city of 
Bio de Janeiro. Here there are no scientifically instructed veterinary 
surgeons. Finally it was ascertained that the cause of those deaths 
was anthrax. It was on account of special local and personal circum- 
stances that the question has been discussed lately, and it was in con- 
sideration of the scientific and practical importance of that question 
that I decided to make a trip to that cattle yard, Santa Cruz, situated 
about three hours' ride on the railway, and therefore I am prepared to 
report the following : 

The private company that furnishes the cattle to be killed is obliged 
to have always a stock of about 5,000 animals. These animals arrive 
from the interior of Brazil, from the States of the south, and also from 
the States of the La Plata. 

Santa Cruz is noted amoDg the surroundings of Bio de Janeiro for its 
extensive pasturage. On the day that I spent there 10 dead animals 
were transported to the boilery. The result of the necropsy and of the 
microscopical examination was anthrax. 

The medical control at the cattle yard is very deficient. Daily the 
wholesale butchers of Bio de Janeiro indicate how many carcasses are 
required for the market. That number is conveyed to the cattle yard 
from the stock of cattle. A veterinary surgeon, with practical experience 
but without scientific instruction, makes a superficial examination of the 
animals sent to be slaughtered. After the animals are slaughtered the 
intestines are examined by two physicians, who have obtained their 
knowledge of this subject exclusively from practice. The inspection is 
superficial and can not be otherwise. Under these circumstances it is 
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somewhat probable that animals are butchered whose disease of anthrax 
is very recent, and that the meat of those animals may pass as sound. 

In this respect, I may add the following : On the day of my visit 
about 10 slaughtered animals were condemned because they showed a 
pathological state, called, in popular phrase, garotidea. It is a state of 
an inflammatory process with a colloid infiltration of the connective 
tissue alongside the trachea. The exact cause of that disease was 
unknown by the respective staff. It made the impression that the 
inflammation was propagated from another affected part. The trachea 
and the organs of the mouth seemed to be healthy. 

The result of special investigations was that this morbid state, 
recognized in practice, is also in consequence of anthrax. Dr. Cerni, 
the Italian bacteriologist, who stays here and whom I have already 
mentioned on occasion of my plague reports, has made the following 
investigation : 

The oral cavities of two oxen have been rubbed into vigorously with 
food infected with the carbuncle bacillus. A few days after the devel- 
opment of that, " garotidea" was apparent, and it was similar to a long 
extended parotitis, and finally the animals perished from a general 
infection. From all these facts it seemed to be evident that the propa- 
gation of anthrax is not unimportant. The infection of the animals 
results from infected pasturage. 

Diseases of persons resulting from anthrax have not yet been observed. 
It is moreover known that the human body has a comparative immunity 
from infection resulting from the eating of meat infected with anthrax, 
notwithstanding accidents may also occur. 

An interesting experiment was made with a buzzard. These birds 
flock in great numbers to the cattle yard and it was consequently possi- 
ble to find the carbuncle bacillus in great numbers in the contents of the 
stomach of the buzzard. There the microorganism is digested and its 
existence has disappeared in the small intestines. Such a state of the 
cattle-yard animals is naturally not to be tolerated for the city of Rio 
de Janeiro. 

I possess a preparation of a trichina spiralis, that I made five years 
ago from a fresh piece of pork, and that I have seen occasionally. At 
that time I showed the preparation to a competent person, but this 
medical officer neither paid any attention to the infected piece of pork 
that I offered to him, nor has he ever taken any action in this question. 

As a removal of the cattle yard is impossible on account of the 
expense, a proper inspection, scientifically controlled, of all the live 
animals and carcasses will be necessary ; * * * that it is also 
necessary for a complete change of pasturage, and the temporary aban- 
donment of the present pasturage for a considerable period. 

Sanitary report from Bio de Janeiro. 

The returns relating to the sanitary state of Rio de Janeiro show, at 
present, an increase in the number of deaths from yellow fever and a 
decrease in those from smallpox. Yellow fever is very far from being 
epidemic. Other infectious diseases are scarcely observed. 

On ships arriving from Buenos Ayres, a strict quarantine is executed 
in regard to the suspected cases, which are generally considered plague ; 
however, no official decision has yet been published. Among the ship- 
ping the sanitary state is very satisfactory. 

I have the honor to transmit to you the official sanitary report for 
the week ended March 2. There were 261 deaths from all causes, an 
70 
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increase of 18, as compared with the foregoing week ; 12 deaths from 
accesso pernicioso, an increase of 3; 18 deaths from yellow fever, a 
decrease of 3 ; 15 deaths from smallpox, an increase of 2 ; 4 deaths 
from typhoid fever, none before ; 1 death from beriberi, a decrease of 
1, and 56 deaths from tuberculosis, an increase of 4. 

Yellow fever at Santos and Sorocaba. 

It is reported that yellow fever at Santos is increasing. 

The epidemic at Sorocaba has made considerable progress, as I have 
already reported. The number of cases is still increasing and also the 
number of deaths. According to a report that has been received, there 
were on the 14th instant, 77 patients in the hospital, and there entered 
on the same day, 11 ; there were discharged, 7, and there died, 4. 

Bills of health. 

Since last report the following- named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office: March 10, steamship Oyprian 
Prince, British, for New York ; March 12, steamship VeUeda, British, 
for Philadelphia ; March 13, steamship Vala, British, for New York ; 
March 15, steamship Parahyoa, French, for New Orleans. 

Respectfully, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 

COSTA EICA. 

Condition of the cities with regard to yellow fever. 

Port Limon, Costa Bica, April 7, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have completed the 
inspection of the ports of Colombia and the cities of Costa Bica. Bar- 
ranquilla, and Cartagena in Colombia, I consider infected and danger- 
ous ; not so much on their own account as the tributary country. The 
Magdalena Biver, from Honda down to the mouth, is subject to out- 
breaks of yellow fever. Barranquilla and Cartagena are the ports or 
outlets for all of the traffic from the interior. Santa Marta, a port to 
the east of Barranquilla, is also infected, and the fever becomes epi- 
demic whenever there is any nonimmune material to work on. 

There are weekly steamers from Colon, and weekly steamers go 
direct to Port Limon or via Greytown. 

Port Limon, in Costa Rica, is the cleanest town south of the Bio 
Grande on the seacoast, but I consider it the most dangerous. 

I think that yellow fever is endemic in the port, and will become 
epidemic in case that there is any immigration of nonimmunes. 

Yellow fever is endemic in Punta Arenas, and is epidemic at present 
in that place and along the line of the railroad and in Esparta. 

There is no yellow fever at present in Alajuela; the last case was 
reported sometime in January. The Costa Rican Government used 
every means to stamp out the fever in Alajuela, and it remains to be 
seen whether the post epidemic disinfection has been thorough. Many 
of the infected houses were burned, and those that could be disinfected 
with less radical means were thoroughly cleansed. 

Port Limon is within twenty-five hours of Punta Arenas and eight 
hours of Alajuela without any quarantine restrictions. 



